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Japan Supports Enhanced Medical Imaging Capacity for Ain
Wazein Medical Village in Al Chouf

e

On 20 August 2026, Mr. YAMADA Yuichi, Chargé d'Affaires of the Embassy of Japan in Lebanon, signed
the Grant Contract with Mr. Akram Saab, Vice President of the Board of Trustees of Health
Establishment of the Druze Community (HEDC), to provide funding for the procurement of a motorized
digital mobile X-ray unit. This project is supported through the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Projects
(GGP) and aims to strengthen diagnostic imaging capacity at one of Mount Lebanon's regional hub
hospitals.

Since its establishment in 1978, Ain Wazein Medical Village (AWMV) has served as a regional hub
hospital in Ain Wazein, Al Chouf, providing free or low-cost medical services to a population exceeding
400,000 across Mount Lebanon Governorate, including around 32,000 Syrian refugees, and
approximately 17,000 internally displaced persons. Amid Lebanon's prolonged economic crisis, the
hospital relied for over two decades on two mobile X-ray units introduced in 2003 and 2010. Both units
far exceeded their service life, resulting in deteriorating image quality and about four breakdowns per
year. The hospital has since been renting an outdated analog unit, which cannot meet the required
420 examinations per month, delaying diagnosis and straining the hospital's already limited budget.

Through Japan's assistance, this project will fund the procurement of a new motorized digital mobile
X-ray unit, restoring AWMV's capacity to conduct rapid and reliable diagnostic imaging across its
emergency department, intensive care unit, surgery, and wards. The new equipment will directly
benefit vulnerable patients, including refugees and internally displaced persons, while relieving the
hospital of its monthly rental costs and strengthening the sustainability of its medical services.

At the signing ceremony, Mr. YAMADA reaffirmed Japan's continued commitment to supporting
Lebanon's healthcare sector and its most vulnerable populations. For its part, Mr. Saab thanked the
Government of Japan for its generous support, highlighting the importance of this assistance in
sustaining high-quality medical services amid the ongoing economic crisis.
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