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From the People of Jopan Embassy of Japan in Lebanon

July 10", 2026

Press Release
Ambassador YOKOTA Attends Handover Ceremony of Japan-Funded Mammography Equipment to Caritas

Primary Healthcare Center in Sin El Fil

On 7 July 2026, Ambassador Kenji YOKOTA attended the handover ceremony of a mammography machine to the Caritas
Primary Health Care Center (PHCC) in Sin El Fil. The project was supported through the Grant Assistance for Grassroots
Human Security Projects (GGP) and the ceremony was held in the presence of Father Samir Ghaoui, President of Caritas.

The PHCC, operated by Caritas Lebanon, serves approximately 300 patients daily from a community of about 60,000
residents, including approximately 6,000 Syrian refugees. The center provides comprehensive primary healthcare services
across multiple medical specialties, including cardiology, endocrinology, gastroenterology, ophthalmology, and pediatrics, all
at affordable rates to ensure access for low-income populations and vulnerable communities.

Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in Lebanon, with new cases increasing by 10% over the past five
years. Following the breakdown of its previous mammography equipment, the PHCC had been unable to provide on-site
screening services, and consequently referred patients to external facilities. The cost of mammography at these external
institutions was prohibitively expensive for many patients, forcing them to forgo this critical early detection service due to
financial constraints. Japan's support through this GGP project now enables the PHCC to resume vital breast cancer
screening services in-house, significantly improving access to early detection and diagnosis for residents who cannot afford
private healthcare.

During the ceremony, Ambassador YOKOTA reaffirmed Japan's steadfast commitment to strengthening Lebanon's health
sector and supporting vulnerable populations, particularly in times of economic hardship. The project demonstrates Japan's
dedication to advancing women's health and supporting primary healthcare services that serve the most disadvantaged
communities. In response, Father Ghaoui, President of Caritas Lebanon, expressed deep gratitude for Japan's general
support, emphasizing that the new mammography equipment will significantly enhance the center's capacity to provide
quality healthcare services and enable early detection of breast cancer for women in Sin El Fil and the surrounding areas.
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