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Press Release

Japan Supports UTOPIA Association to Improve Water Supply in Al-
Nakhleh Village, Koura District, North Lebanon

On 17 February 2026, Ambassador YOKOTA Kenji signed a Grant Contract with Mr. Shafik
Abdulrahman, representing UTOPIA Association, for a project to improve the public water supply in Al-
Nakhleh village, located in the Koura District of the North Lebanon Governorate. The project is supported
through the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP) and aims to strengthen water
infrastructure and improve access to safe and reliable water for vulnerable communities.

Al-Nakhleh village has an estimated population of around 17,000 residents, including vulnerable
households and refugee populations. Public water provision remains insufficient due to limited intake
capacity and infrastructure constraints, and many households are unable to secure adequate water for
hygiene, cleaning, cooking, and drinking. Through Japan’s assistance, the initiative supports the drilling
of a new borehole, the installation of solar panels, and the rehabilitation of the existing elevated water
tank. These efforts are expected to improve water supply for 796 households (approximately 3,980 people)
and to strengthen the capacity and sustainability of the public water system, thereby contributing to
enhanced living conditions and public health in Al-Nakhleh village.

At the signing ceremony, Ambassador YOKOTA expressed Japan’s commitment to continue its support
for the most vulnerable populations in Lebanon. For their part, UTOPIA thanked the Japanese
government for its generous support and highlighted the importance of this assistance in improving the
quality of life of the residents amid the current crisis.
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